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Meeting Walter

e | no longer remember how | met Walter in my
retirement. But my interaction was threefold:
(1) when we were both out at dawn on the
streets of New Castle; (2) to document his
sculpture for publication and to update his
Steeling Nature web site; (3) in his public role
as auctioneer, moderator, and voting official.

e This photo essay is divided in three parts: (1)
Walter himself; (2) his sculptures; (3) articles
about his work.



Walter himself

































The Treat Wizard

e At or before Dawn, Walter used to jog the
loop around Portsmouth. He had a pouch
with treats that he dispensed to dogs, cats,
sheep, and even crows. | would be walking
with my Annie-dog and we often passed on
Wentworth Rd. | called him the treat wizard!

e Crows learned to watch silently for him as we
went by the Rec Building. Walter would put
down a handful of treats and by the time he’d
gone 50 feet, 5-6 crows would swoop down
and devour the treats in seconds! The Griffin
sheep in Portsmouth looked for him too.
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Walter’s sculptures

e Walter’s sculptures are part of our daily
environment, often taken for granted. Walter
continued the tradition of public bird
sculpture started by George Pitts and studied
with him on making feathers.

e These examples are focused on Great Island,
but his commissions are widely distributed.



e The painter at the Common is probably Walter’s most visible
work, even as it is unattributed. It was created in recognition
of Dr. Tom Quinn and his painting.










e The Maude H.
Trefethen school
lawn features a
complex sculpture by
Walter Liff and J.
Brown, showing a
volunteer reading to
students. The red
book contains the
names of 12
volunteers.
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Installation

e The osprey weather
vane was installed
at 32 Wisteria
Drive, Dover, NH, by
the builder, CM
Ragua. The
weathervane is on
the main house,
with guest house in

foreground (next
slide).
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e A child reading, in
memory of Carol Rauh,
outside the entrance to
the New Castle Library.




e The Oceanside Cemetery gravestone for Donald M. Zuckert
features a polar bear, which is the mascot for Bowdoin College
where he was a trustee and benefactor.
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Articles

e Dandurant, Karen. [2007] “Works of Wonder.”
Portsmouth Herald.

e Staff. [2012] “Nature as Seen by Sculptor
Walter Liff. Fosters Daily Democrat.

e Cerny, Jim. [2013] “Walter Liff, Sculptor
Steeling Nature.” Islander Magazine, pp. 12-

13.
e Coles, Barbara. [2013] “The Metal Sculpture of
Walter Liff.” New Hampshire Magazine.

Slide photographs are by Jim Cerny except as
noted.
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Works of wonder

Karen Dandurant | Portsmouth Herald

NEW CASTLE — Since he can't say who bought it or where exactly it will end
up, artist Walter Liff is affectionately calling his latest creation "Catch of the

Day on the Cocheco" — which gives at least a hint of its future location.

Sometime on Tuesday, a piece Liff is calling perhaps his best weathervane yet
will be raised by crane 35 feet into the air to its new home. The weathervane,
at 9 feet, 8 inches tall, depicts an osprey with a 6-foot wingspan. It is
clutching a striped bass in its talons, one it just plucked from the waters of
the Cocheco River. The aluminum sculpture is layered in 23 carat gold leaf,

shining brilliantly in the sun.

"There are 1,515 leafs," said Liff. "Each are 3.5 inches by 3.5 inches. It was
painstaking to apply them. My daughter Beth (Liff) worked with me to apply
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are the globes and the wind indicator. Both the globes and the N, S, E and W

are also covered in gold leaf.

Moving farther down, into the cupola of the home, a pole will enter the roof,
stopping 10 feet above the floor and ending in a gold leaf large-mouth bass.
This piece allows the residents of the home to see from inside what the winds

are doing outside.

Liff's gallery is aptly called "Steeling Nature" and describes so well what he
does — art in steel, copper and occasionally rocks. His New Castle property is
a wonderland of his whimsical creations, all drawn from nature — human,

animal, fish and birds.

His tools are not paintbrushes, but welding torches, hammers and chisels.
His work space could pass for a workshop if not for all the half-formed art
inside. A second piece for the same client is there, in progress: a 21-foot
cattail fence topped with red-winged blackbirds.

Liff began his latest weathervane in September of last year. He said it has
been six months from sketch to sculpture.

Anyone who has spent time in the Seacoast has probably seen Liff's work. He
created the window to the ocean being painted by an artist at Great Island
Common in New Castle. The artist depicted is Liff's friend, retired-surgeon-

turned-painter Tom Quinn.

He also created the depiction of a volunteer reading to elementary
schoolchildren at New Castle's Maude H. Trefethen School. The work was
commissioned by the husband of a former school board member who died of
cancer as a memorial. The three children to the right of the volunteer are her
children. Two other faceless children sit to her left. Every school volunteer
who gives five years of time will find their name engraved on the book held by

the reader.

A piece of Liff's art, a sculpture of a small heron, was commissioned by
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private collections throughout the U.S. and in Europe.

ON THE NET
www.steelingnature.com

www.steelingnature.com

ON THE NET
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"Birds," by Walter Liff of Steeling Nature.
FOSTERS DAILY DEMOCRAT

Nature as seen by sculptor Water Liff; meet the artist Aug. 11

Staff Writer | Fosters Daily Democrat

EXETER — Exeter Fine Crafts is pleased to present Walter Liff of Steeling
Nature as our August Artist of the Month. Working in steel, aluminum or
copper, Walter creates one-of-a-kind metal sculptures inspired by his love of
nature. An avid naturalist, Walter's work encompasses a range of themes
including graceful representations of birds to whimsical depictions of flying

pigs.

In order to capture the essence and traits of his subject matter, Walter creates
detailed drawings from which he then constructs the final metal sculpture.
Depending on the type of sculpture and medium being used, Walter carefully

crafts each piece, relying on the individual parts of the metal and various
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pattern in the surface metal.

Walter's interest in metalsmithing began when his son Paul took a welding
course in high school. The two developed a bond over the craft and when Paul
died of multiple sclerosis, Walter continued to make his beautiful sculptures
as a tribute to his son. Walter is now recognized as an award winning artist
and has been featured in several publications and television appearances. His
work can be found in private and corporate collections throughout the United
States and Europe.

Water will talk about his work on Saturday, Aug. 11, between noon and 3 p.m.

Exeter Fine Crafts is located at 61 Water St. Stop by Monday through Saturday
10-5:30, or Sunday 12-4. Call 603-778-8282 for more information.
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Walter Liff, along time New Castle
resident, enjoys a view on the back
channel across from Pest lsland
that is an inspiration for his work.
He is a sculptor that captures
nature that God created in steel;
hence the name of his business

“Steeling Nature”
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& began in wood with Pam Cullen's father, George Pites.

George had a specialey of eagles and feathers and Walter
would mest with him on Saturday mocning at 5:30 am to leam
the technique. A wooden eagle is a tribute to this ime, which
still hangs over the doorway to his studic, Walter had worked
in wood sculptures for mamy years working before uming his
talents to steel.

He was inspired by his son Paul, who was taking a welding clas
in high school and Walter asked if he would teach him how to
weld. The oppormunity to spend time together seemed perfect.
WWilter and Paul worked on their firsr pleces, a pair of herons
that still look over the back channel today Unformunarely, Pal
passed awry afrer this project a5 a resulr of progressive multiple
scleroals; his welding helmer stills hangs, watching over Walter
as he woels in his studia.

Walter Liff is an award -winning artist who has worked for
many years creating his subjects in steel, aluminum and copper.
He is ane of the few artists working in the hot welded sreel
medium to create detailed, three dimensional pisces, as well

a5, Eilhouettes and custorn made weather vanes in steel, copper
and aluminum,

He i5 a juried member of the League of New Hampshire
Craftsmen, and his sculptures can be found in art galleries and



Wodter Liff with grindes; | Jism Coray phiots

private collections throughout the United States and in Europe.
Twebve sculprures are registered with the Narional Mussum

of Art, Inventory of American Sculptures; a division of the
Smithsonian Instinute in Washington, DLC. He has won com-
petitions two years in a row to aeate outdoor steel sculpturss
for the State of New Hampshire. His works have been commis-
sioned by the NH State Coundl on the Arts, and for the NH
Fish and Game Department. A miniature of his Great Blue
Heron in the flying position was displayed on the White House
Christmas tree in 1993, and is part of 2 permanent collection
there. Walter has many local examples of his work in New
Castle; among them are “story time” at the Maude H. Trefethen
Elementary School, the “codfish™on top of the library and the
“painter image" at the town commons,

In order to capiure the essence and detail of each subject,
research ks done on the subject and detailed drawings are made

e Thomas ﬁm'ﬂu the medd Forthe ok
wulprare @ che Common. | Jim Crmy pion

Blegined g weoasbrn racghe, showing dersil of frache.
| Jim Coray photo

His sculptures can be found
in art galleries and private
collections throughout the
United States and in Europe.

before any work is started in metal, Depending on the soulpture
or the weather vane and the medium being used, the structure
{or skeleton ) of each piece is carefully built utilizing individual
welds Dietailing s achleved by either grinding or building up
welds or by using & repousse technique when creating certain
weather vanes. There are no molds used in any work, so each
sculpture or weather vane is a unique, original piece of art;

not a reproduction. This painstaking process takes hours of
annealing, pounding, welding, grinding and stretching of the
metal to form each detailed piece.

Mz Liff has been invited to participate in juried exhibitions
throughout New England and has been featared on the New
Hampshire Crossmads, Chronicle and WECH Ch, 10 New
England Dream Home television programs, rwice in the Boston
Globe Newspaper and in various magazines.



The Metal Sculptures of Walter Liff

Rendering nature - a new castle metal sculptor has created a unique way to appreciate the view.

December 16, 2013 by Barbara Coles (https://www.nhmagazine.com/author/barbara-coles/)

"Beauty, the 'Common' Denominator" by Walter Liff located at the New Castle Common.
PHOTO BY JIM SALGE

They jogged together every morning, starting out at dawn. The two of them — Walter Liff and Tom Quinn — always ran through the
New Castle Common to take in its stunning ocean view. LIff says, "We saw so many beautiful sunrises over the years."

Liff, who's a renowned metal sculptor, decided to create an interactive sculpture — a picture frame — to place on the Common so
people could stop and create their own experiences of the special spot. All the elements were there — an ever-changing sky and
ocean, the Portsmouth and Whaleback lighthouses, the Isles of Shoals, boats and whatever might be happening at the time. "You
might catch a rainbow," he says.

But the sculpture, called "Beauty, the '‘Common' Denominator," is not just a frame;
there is a painter in a distinctive pork pie hat. The painter is Liff's friend and fellow
jogger, Tom Quinn, a retired surgeon who turned to painting as a pastime. Liff
sneaked a photo of Quinn at work one day in his trademark pork pie hat and used it

FYI
For more information about Walter Liff's
sculptures and additional public art locations,

visit steelingnature.com
as a model. Liff says, "l wanted it to be a surprise." (http://steelingnature.com).

The unique (it's copyrighted) sculpture was set up on the Common, ready for a
surprise unveiling for Quinn, but the day was drizzly and Quinn didn't want to run. Liff finally convinced him and the deed was done.

Liff now jogs without Quinn — he passed away three years ago. Whenever the now-73-year-old Liff runs by the sculpture, it is a
visual reminder of their long friendship and their many mornings together.

The New Castle Common sculpture is not Liff's usual subject matter. An avid naturalist, he known primarily for his wildlife sculptures
— herons, wolves, whales, owls, osprey and more made from steel, copper and aluminum. He's also known for his custom-made
weathervanes, some of them 23k gold leaf. His work can be found in private and corporate collections throughout the US and
Europe. He's a juried member of several elite art societies, including the League of NH Craftsmen. A miniature of his Great Blue
Heron was displayed on the White House Christmas tree in 1993, and is part of the permanent collection there.

Liff started sculpting in metal later in life, in his 50s; before that, his material was wood. He changed to metal after his now-deceased
son Paul, who had MS, took a welding course in high school and taught him how to do it. "It was a great time together," Liff says. "A
real remembrance."


http://steelingnature.com/).
https://www.nhmagazine.com/author/barbara-coles/)
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