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Meeting Walter

• I no longer remember how I met Walter in my
retirement.  But my interaction was threefold:
(1) when we were both out at dawn on the
streets of New Castle; (2) to document his
sculpture for publication and to update his
Steeling Nature web site; (3) in his public role
as auctioneer, moderator, and voting official.

• This photo essay is divided in three parts: (1)
Walter himself; (2) his sculptures; (3) articles
about his work.



Walter himself























The Treat Wizard
• At or before Dawn, Walter used to jog the

loop around Portsmouth.  He had a pouch
with treats that he dispensed to dogs, cats,
sheep, and even crows.  I would be walking
with my Annie-dog and we often passed on
Wentworth Rd.  I called him the treat wizard!

• Crows learned to watch silently for him as we
went by the Rec Building.  Walter would put
down a handful of treats and by the time he’d
gone 50 feet, 5-6 crows would swoop down
and devour the treats in seconds!  The Griffin
sheep in Portsmouth looked for him too.







Walter’s sculptures

• Walter’s sculptures are part of our daily
environment, often taken for granted.  Walter
continued the tradition of public bird
sculpture started by George Pitts and studied
with him on making feathers.

• These examples are focused on Great Island,
but his commissions are widely distributed.



• The painter at the Common is probably Walter’s most visible
work, even as it is unattributed.  It was created in recognition
of Dr. Tom Quinn and his painting.







• The Maude H.
Trefethen school
lawn features a
complex sculpture by
Walter Liff and J.
Brown, showing a
volunteer reading to
students.  The red
book contains the
names of 12
volunteers.











Installation

• The osprey weather
vane was installed
at 32 Wisteria
Drive, Dover, NH, by
the builder, CM
Ragua.  The
weathervane is on
the main house,
with guest house in
foreground (next
slide).



32 Wisteria Drive, Dover, NH











• A child reading, in
memory of Carol Rauh,
outside the entrance to
the New Castle Library.



• The Oceanside Cemetery gravestone for Donald M. Zuckert
features a polar bear, which is the mascot for Bowdoin College
where he was a trustee and benefactor.
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FYI
For more information about Walter Liff's
sculptures and additional public art locations,
visit steelingnature.com
(http://steelingnature.com/).

The Metal Sculptures of Walter Liff
Rendering nature - a new castle metal sculptor has created a unique way to appreciate the view.

December 16, 2013 by Barbara Coles (https://www.nhmagazine.com/author/barbara-coles/)

"Beauty, the 'Common' Denominator" by Walter Liff located at the New Castle Common.
PHOTO BY JIM SALGE

They jogged together every morning, starting out at dawn. The two of them — Walter Liff and Tom Quinn — always ran through the
New Castle Common to take in its stunning ocean view. LIff says, "We saw so many beautiful sunrises over the years."

Liff, who's a renowned metal sculptor, decided to create an interactive sculpture — a picture frame — to place on the Common so
people could stop and create their own experiences of the special spot. All the elements were there — an ever-changing sky and
ocean, the Portsmouth and Whaleback lighthouses, the Isles of Shoals, boats and whatever might be happening at the time. "You
might catch a rainbow," he says.

But the sculpture, called "Beauty, the 'Common' Denominator," is not just a frame;
there is a painter in a distinctive pork pie hat. The painter is Liff's friend and fellow
jogger, Tom Quinn, a retired surgeon who turned to painting as a pastime. Liff
sneaked a photo of Quinn at work one day in his trademark pork pie hat and used it
as a model. Liff says, "I wanted it to be a surprise."

The unique (it's copyrighted) sculpture was set up on the Common, ready for a
surprise unveiling for Quinn, but the day was drizzly and Quinn didn't want to run. Liff finally convinced him and the deed was done.

Liff now jogs without Quinn — he passed away three years ago. Whenever the now-73-year-old Liff runs by the sculpture, it is a
visual reminder of their long friendship and their many mornings together.

The New Castle Common sculpture is not Liff's usual subject matter. An avid naturalist, he known primarily for his wildlife sculptures
— herons, wolves, whales, owls, osprey and more made from steel, copper and aluminum. He's also known for his custom-made
weathervanes, some of them 23k gold leaf. His work can be found in private and corporate collections throughout the US and
Europe. He's a juried member of several elite art societies, including the League of NH Craftsmen. A miniature of his Great Blue
Heron was displayed on the White House Christmas tree in 1993, and is part of the permanent collection there.

Liff started sculpting in metal later in life, in his 50s; before that, his material was wood. He changed to metal after his now-deceased
son Paul, who had MS, took a welding course in high school and taught him how to do it. "It was a great time together," Liff says. "A
real remembrance."    

http://steelingnature.com/).
https://www.nhmagazine.com/author/barbara-coles/)
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