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New Castle Historical Society
The mission of the New Castle Historical Society is to ensure the preservation
of and stimulate interest in the heritage of the Town of New Castle.

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
Tuesday, October 20, 2015 7:00 p.m.
Please join us for our Annual Meeting, Tuesday
October 20, 2015. The meeting will be followed by
the popular program “Growing up in New Castle”.
We’ll hear stories from “old timers” talking about
what it was like to grow up in New Castle sixty
some years ago. The meeting will conclude with a
wine and cheese reception to celebrate our new
exhibit New Castle’s Tide Mills.

Four Centuries of Keeping Order
For our September 15 program, we heard how Keeping
Order in New Castle has changed through the last four
centuries. During the 1600s, sleeping in church or
smoking were considered major crimes. In the 1930s
and 40s Chief Fred “Biscuits” Amazeen patrolled with
his whistle, on foot, bicycle and horse. Sixty years ago
Henry Greenberg’s one man enforcement program kept
speeders and burglars firmly in check. Our current
Police Chief Don White spoke about the challenges faced
by our police department today.

SNOW WHITE PRODUCTION: BACK ROW Kay Dixon,
third from left, (Happy); fifth from left; Susie Marvin,
sixth from left, Paul Amazeen, FRONT ROW (left to right)
Nancy Amazeen, Andrew White, Ann Miller,(the Wicked
Queen); Susan Sweetser, (Snow White).

See enlargement of above picture: http://tinyurl.com/oj5a6mr

Chief Fred “Biscuits” Amazeen

Bill Drew with mill stone on NCHS lawn

Tide Mill Stone
New Castle, with its surrounding islands and high eight to twelve foot tides, created
an ideal location for tide mills aka grist mills. During our earliest days, there were
two working tide mills that were vital to the local economy: The Abraham Trefethen
Mill, located behind the present Wentworth Hotel and The Bell Mill, located among
the islands to the west. Bill Drew claims that a section of the Bell/Ritson Mill
millstone currently in front of the historical museum washed up there during an
unusually high tide! Last winter, Tabitha McElroy assisted Steve Tabbutt, Public
Works Director, in repositioning the stone on the museum lawn where it now rests.

Above; Officer Steve
Gahan on the
department’s new
motorcycle.
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Hats off to Pappou

The Year In Review
In September - we celebrated the 200th Anniversary
of the Walbach Tower. Under a brilliant late September
sky crowds of proud townsfolk, historians and
dignitaries gathered at the UNH pavilion to hear The
Legend of Walbach Tower, period music and to taste
the Walbach Tower cake. The event concluded with the
unveiling of the Walbach Tower Historic Marker, set
beneath the Walbach Tower on Sullivan Way near the
Coast Guard Station.

Bobbie Sweet and
Nancy Borden

In October - following our Annual Meeting a panel of townies entertained a
packed audience with tales of their youthful misadventures and fond
memories of growing up on this tiny island.
In February - the board held its annual daylong retreat at the Island Club on
Goat Island to plan upcoming programs and special events. Our luncheon
speaker, Wendy Persig from the South Berwick Historical Society, spoke about
Benjamin Randall, New Castle native and a founder of the Free Will Baptist
Church.
In April - we continued our efforts to engage MHT children in New Castle’s
history. This year they performed Paul Revere’s Last Ride and other folk tales
on stage, at the museum. See more on page 4.
In May - New Castle resident and board member Bill Hall spoke about his
ancestor Hannibal Hamlin, Vice President to Abraham
Lincoln. Also in May the Society joined with the
Community Pot Luck Supper to co-host a program on
the History of Tide Mills. The guest speaker John Goff,
with Bud Warren, presented the importance of grist
mills to early economies. Tabitha McElroy spoke about
New Castle’s tide mills.
In June - we gathered at the Piscataqua
Café for a taste of the past. The guest
speaker, Sandy Oliver, author, of
numerous books, spoke on New
Englanders and Their Food. Guests and
members tasted period appetizers and
drinks as they took in the Victorian
charm and views from the Piscataqua
Café.
In July - Stephen Erickson, author of the
recently published book, Boon Island,
spoke of the aftermath of the shipwreck of
the Nottingham.

NCHS Ladies - MAKE IT ALL HAPPEN

In August - Ray Demers, local diver, spoke about his fifty years of research
and findings of a 1700s shipwreck off Salamander Point, in New Castle.

Bill Drew is a man of many talents. His passions are Family, Community, Children and History.
It is a rare community event where you won’t find Bill present or involved. His interest in
bringing community together has resulted in his famous website The New Castle Post promoting
upcoming community events and Community Pot Luck Suppers.
Bill has spent a great part of his life mentoring and caring for children in a variety of ways. He
played a major role in creating and recording New Castle history. He is a founding member of the
Historical Society and an endless source of information. We value his dedication to the society,
his wisdom, sharp mind and sense of humor. Thanks Bill. “Bio” at http://tinyurl.com/msrt6qz

!
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1941 Map of Camp Langdon
Map drawn by Sydney Shurcliff, prominent Boston Landscape Architect
The area we
know as The
Common has
served many
purposes
throughout
New Castle’s
history.
During the
1600s it was
the town wood
lot. In 1880,
Jacob Wendell
II, purchased
the land and
built the
beautiful
summer home,
Frostfields.
During the first
half of the last
century this
area was a
military
reservation.
The U.S. Army
began
acquiring the
land in 1909 to
serve as an
artillery post
and a center
for the antiaircraft
intelligence service. In 1941, as Camp Langdon, it became part of the U.S. Army's Harbor Defenses for Portsmouth. The
map shows 50 buildings, enough to make up a small village. There was a chapel, theater, mess hall, hospital, training
buildings, armory, barracks, storehouses, warehouses and a concrete jetty and pier. The bold letters identify current
locations superimposed upon the older map to guide you.
This is the Western portion of original map, not to scale. The entire FULL SCALE map can be seen at the Historical Museum.

Frostfields; summer home of Jacob Wendell, II
Before the military acquired the land we now call
The Common, there stood a grand summer home,
overlooking the Gulf of Maine. It was built for
wealthy Portsmouth Merchant, Jacob Wendell, II.
The stately summer cottage was called Frostfields in
honor of the previous owners of the land, the Frost
family. An interesting foot note: Jacob Wendell’s
granddaughter married Lord Porchester, son of the
Earl of Carnarvon, from the TV series, Downton
Abbey.
More information is supplied by New Castle
Historian, James Cerny and can be found ….
HERE: http://tinyurl.com/o9e698b
Photo courtesy of the Portsmouth Athenaeum
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The New Castle Historical Society has
been working with MHT teacher, Will
Purcell, and parents to dramatize
significant events in New Castle's
history. The Society provides Mr.
Purcell with an historical event. Then
Will Purcell
he creates an entertaining and
humorous script that captures the imagination
and attention of the students. The skits are
performed on the Historical Society’s stage, once
for the school and again for parents and our
members. It has proven a wonderful way to
involve children in New Castle's rich history.

The Historical Society came alive with youthful energy from MHT
students during the performance of Paul Revere's First Ride.

.

WEBSITE:

Through our website, you can now donate, join, or renew your membership.
www.newcastlenhhistoricalsociety.org.

