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20142014
the 200the 200thth AnniversaryAnniversary

All Walbach 
All the Time!

Venture into wildest New Castle!

•What it is.
• Fort Point setting.

• Construction details.
• Sullivan approach.
• Jordan approach.

• Cultural icon.
• Next?
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Fort Point aerial view today
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Today -Sullivan Lane View
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Today - South Side
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The Fort as Icon.
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Fort Point 

• Fort William and Mary
• Fort Constitution
• Lighthouse - several
• Battery Farnsworth 1897-1898
• Walbach Tower 1814
• Mine Casemate 1920
• Power Plant 1921
• Farnsworth Observation Post 1943
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Sources
• Maxam book.
• National Park 

Service reports.
• Rich Rouleau of 

UNH.
• North American 

Forts Network.
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Fort Point aerial view today
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Wolfgang Romer 1699 Plan
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Fort Sketch by
John Walbach in 1806
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Property Boundaries
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View in 1892 Hurd Atlas
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Plan of Historic Growth
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Location Details
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Building - Fact Sheet.
• Circular design – Martello type
• Built summer 1814
• Treaty of Ghent – 2/1815
• 58 foot diameter
• 11-16 feet high
• Three gun casemates – 4 lb guns
• Naval cannon on roof – 32 lb gun
• Powder magazine
• 60-70K bricks
• Local stone quarries
• Center support
• Terrplain with turf
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Cross Section 
(drawn in 1821)
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Significance
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Condition in 1865
(Griffith booklet)

It now presents a ruinous appearance.  The bricks 
having become loosened, many of them have 
fallen and now lie scattered at its base.  As the 
razing of this structure is at present under 
consideration, it is advisable that all who wish to 
examine it should soon do so, as a visit to the 
Tower is well worth the time spent in its 
examination.

George B. Griffith, ed., 1865, History of Fort 
Constitution and “Walbach Tower,” Portsmouth 
Harbor, N.H., p. 7.
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Common Historic View
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Casements & Embrasures
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Old View from New Castle Beach
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Shore Road View – 1927
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HABS Documentation Photo
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Today - South Side
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Fort Point aerial view



6/4/2014 Walbach Tower: A Lost Icon  
by Jim Cerny

27

Farnsworth Gun
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Battery Farnsworth 1915
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Battery Farnsworth
Looking Southerly
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Power Plant
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Mine Casemate
Sullivan Lane
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Mine Casemate
Entrance
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Mine Casemate
an interior room
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Mine Casemate
another interior room
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Farnsworth Lookout Post
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But wait, there’s more!

Farnsworth slide show 
developed by Rich Rouleau, 

some 96 slides is on the 
NCHS Web site.

Search on “Rouleau”.
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Today

Much stabilization work done by 
UNH circa 2005 as part of 

Pier and Support Facilities
Project.
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Elevations in 2005
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Brick Wythes Before Restoration
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Brick Repointing – South Side
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Top Detail – Sod, Bricks
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Farnsworth – Restored
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Farnsworth – Northeasterly
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View Northwesterly
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Fort Point aerial view
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Sullivan Lane Approach
Signage
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Existing Historic Marker
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Sullivan Lane
Wide View
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Sullivan Lane
Full View
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Sullivan View
Zoomed
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Sullivan View
Casemate Opening



6/4/2014 Walbach Tower: A Lost Icon  
by Jim Cerny

52

Walbach Ruins
Interior Powder Magazine
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Jordan Approach
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The Jordan View
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Jordan Marker
and Walbach Tower
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Roland Jordan and Marker
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On Jordan Rock
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Fenced Off – South Side



6/4/2014 Walbach Tower: A Lost Icon  
by Jim Cerny

59

Today – South Side
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View from Ocean Street
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The Fort as Icon.
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Stereo View 
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Collection of Postcards
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Common Postcard



6/4/2014 Walbach Tower: A Lost Icon  
by Jim Cerny

65

Shore View Postcard
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From Albee, 1884
drawing by Albert Graves
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Henry Hill Painting, n.d.
oil painting
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Nellie Horne 
oil painting
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Carolyn McDonald
watercolor
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Helen Pearson
watercolor
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Elizabeth Rand
oil painting
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Moses Foster Sweetser



6/4/2014 Walbach Tower: A Lost Icon  
by Jim Cerny

73

Memorabilia

• Cups
• Saucer
• Pitcher
• Paper Weight
• Mirror
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Cup (1)
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Cup (2)
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Saucer



6/4/2014 Walbach Tower: A Lost Icon  
by Jim Cerny

77

Pitcher
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Made in Germany
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Paper Weight
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Small Mirror
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Drink to Walbach Tower!
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Poetry – Jim’s Haiku

Perfectly round,
But very bad mortar.
A ruin.
(November 13, 2013)
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Poetry – John Albee
in New Castle Historic and Picturesque

(75 lines of free verse)

John Albee (1833-1915) was a Unitarian minister turned writer, who 
lived in Chocorua and New Castle, encouraging development of a 
summer colony on the shore in the Wild Rose Lane area.)

There, just above the shore, is Walbach Tower,
Its crumbling parapet with grass and weeds
O'er grown, and peaceful in its slow decay.
Old people always tell strange tales to us,
A later race — always old tales are strange.
And seems the story of this ancient Tower
A marvel, though believing while I hear,
Because who tell it do believe it true.



6/4/2014 Walbach Tower: A Lost Icon  
by Jim Cerny

84

Poetry – George Houghton
in The Atlantic Monthly (1883)

(48 lines in rhymed couplets)

Four flax-haired boys of Amazeen the 
flickering torches stay,

Peopling with titan shadow-groups the 
canopy of gray;

Grandsires, with frost above their brows, the 
steaming mortar mix;

Dame Tarlton’s apron, crisp at dawn, helps
hod the yellow bricks;

While pilot, cooper, mackerelman, parson and 
squire as well,

Make haste to plant the pintle-gun, and raise 
its citadel.
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Poetry - Ozymandias
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To Be Continued …

We intend to self-publish a 
Walbach book this year.

Nancy Borden will speak 
more about access and events.


